Purpose: This exhibit presents a selection of postcards and covers
featuring special postmarks and cancels supplied by the U.S. Post
Office Department to promote some of the expositions, fairs and
other events held In the United States during the first portion of
the 20™ Century, prior to the U.S. entry into World War Il.

‘Background: Many of the United States’ earller commenmorative
stamps were issued in conjunction with events that celebrated
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Pick a Peck of Postmarks ..
Reap a Few Cancels

Purpose: This exhibit presents a selection of postcards and covers
featuring special postmarks and cancels supplied by the U.S. Post
Office Department to promote some of the expositions, fairs and
other events held in the United States during the first portion of
the 20™ Century, prior to the U.S. entry into World War I1.

Background: Many of the United States’ earlier commemorative
stamps were issued in conjunction with events that celebrated
the subjects honored by the stamps. Often, post offices in cities
near the site were issued cancelling dies with slogans to advertise
the event before and during the festivities. In many instances, the
Post Office Department also opened a temporary postal station at
the event venue where the mail processed was postmarked using
special duplex machine cancels or handstamps. Infrequently, the
temporary postal stations had their own postmarks. More often,
the event station’s identity was contained in the cancel.

Pan-American Exposition
May 1 — November 1, 1901, Buffalo, NY

Postmazks ¢ Cancels

When mail matter is processed, it is
said to be “postmarked” while the
stamps that pay the postage are .
said to be “cancelled.” According to
Rogets College IThesaurus the
terms postmark and cancel are
synonymous. As philatelists, we
know that is not strictly true even
when, with the introduction of the
duplex cancel, they were applied

simultaneously.

The postmark indicates the date
and place of mailing, often as a
circular date stamp that includes
the time as well. The cancel is an
obliterating mark that employs an
interchangeable die, placed to the
right of the postmark, to render the

stamp invalid for future use.
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September 24, 1901, International machine cancel, at exposition’s postal

station, on exposition postcard, received September 25, Newport, Rl




Louisiana Purchase Exposition, St. Louis World’s Fair
April 30 — December 1, 1904
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September 15, 1904, slogan International machine cancel,
at St. Louis, MO post office, on exposition postcard




Jamestown Tercentenary Exposition
April 26 — November 30, 1907, Hampton Roads, VA

OFFICIAL SEAL
PUBLISHED BY THE CONCESSIONAIRE, THE JAMESTOWN AMUSEMENT & VENDING CO., INC., NORFOLK, VA.
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No. 1n3. UNITED STATES LIFE SAVING
STATION, JAMES FOWN EXPOSITION, 1907.. 2dns, |
stalled by the United States Government for practical, 3}
purposes, and as an exhibit and demonstration ot thés-{ |
United States Life Saving Service.
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UNITED STATES LIFE SAVING STATION. JAMESTOWN EXPOSITION. 19¢7.
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July 20, 1907, International machine cancel, at exposition’s postal
station, on exposition postcard, received July 21, Louisville, KY
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No.‘1. ATE'S EXHIDNTS PALACE, JAVIES-
TOWN EXPOSITION, 1907.%Jevoted to agricultural,
b horticultural, forestry, fish and game exhibits of the

states participdting, and misoellaneous exhibits of cor-
- porations, firms and individualS%appertaining thereto. |
Area, 116,000 square feet, 3 |
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September 20, 1907, slogan International machine cancel, at Norfolk, VA
post office, on exposition postcard, received September 23, Princeton, SC




Panama-Pacific Exposition
February 20 — December 4, 1915, San Francisco, CA

>

WHAT THE SAN FRANCISCO PAPERS
SAY OF THE DAYTON ¥LOOD

Examiner—“The flood alarm in the
Dayton Flood, reproducing”the blowing
of a thousand factory whistles, and thg
ringing of all school, urch, fire and
engine bells, is a thrill.”

Chronicle — “The beautiful
scene with an invisible choir singer and
church organ in ‘The Dayton Flood’ on
the Joy Zone, is one of the most inspir-
ing and soothing effects ever staged. It
is always applauded to the echo.”

Bulletin—*“Of all the realistic effects,

the wonderful snow storm, smothering.

the burning city in the Dayton Flood,
is perhaps unequaled. Henry Ellsworth,
who designed and constructed this won-
derful spectacle, is a past master of
lightning and sound effects.”

Call-Post—“The use of real water for
the mad rush of the flood waters in the
‘Dayton Flood’ is a sight never to be
forgotten. The water rushes toward the
audience, something never before at-
tempted in stage-craft.”

Daily News—‘“The last act in the
‘Dayton Flood’ on the Zone, showing the
birth of today and the resurrected city
and the beautiful sunrise, must be seen
to be appreciated, for it is beyofid ‘d. -
seription.” Lo
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San Francisco, CA post office, on exposition postcard
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July 1, 1915, slogan International machine cancel, at San Francisco, CA post office, on exposition postcard




Compare our $20 Suits with those you
pay $30 or $35 for elsewhere

Panama-Pacific Exposition
February 20 — December 4, 1915, San Francisco, CA
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November 23, 1915, slogan American machine cancel, at San Jose, CA
post office, on third-class printed matter, single-piece, 1¢ per 2 oz. rate




Sesquicentennial International Exposition
May 31 — November 30, 1926, South Philadelphia, PA

May 10, 1926 (first day of issue), slogan International
machine cancel, at Philadelphia, PA post office
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July 27, 1926 (first day of issue), International machine
cancel, at exposition’s postal station, envelope die 2
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July 6, 1926, Washington D.C., C.A.M. 13,
Post Office Department’s first flight cachet
serves as postmark and cancel, receiving
backstamp at exposition’s postal station




A Century of Progress International Exposition, Chicago World’s Fair
May 27 — November 12, 1933 and May 26 — October 31, 1934

WORLD'S TALLEST THERMOMETER

'p wax oat of ]otz
IS SOLD WT ALL {3
N\

S

~ ] e

x.\}_aA,‘L
Ly Ll

Litho in US A.~8-33

A CENTURY ———
F ——

0
PROGRESS
STATION

Comtury of Progrcss

NE THIRMOMETER foiontedt fsies  CLICAGO 1933

September 21, 1933, Universal machine cancel, at exposition’s postal station, on exposition postcard

FORT DEARBORN

Blockhouse and soldiers’ barracks of the ‘‘third
Fort Dearborn’™, reappear on the shore of Lake
Michigan as part of the 1933 Century of Progress
Exposition. Near here stood the original block-
house and barracks of the old fort whose inhabi-
tants were victims in 1812 of the Dearborn Mas-
sacre -- eventful day in Chicago’s pioneer history.

Note that the left end of the
cancel’s second bar is missing
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August 5, 1933, duplex handstamp cancel, at exposition’s
U.S. Railway Postal Car Exhibit, on exposition postcard




Golden Gate International Exposition
February 18 — October 29, 1939 and May 25 — September 29, 1940, Treasure Island, San Francisco, CA
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June 20, 1939, International machine cancel, at exposition’s postal station,
on exposition postcard, first-class domestic postcard surface rate overpaid
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New York World’s Fair

April 30 — October 31, 1939 and May 11 — October 27, 1940, Flushing Meadows, New York City

October 31, 1939 (closing day), Railway
Mail Service duplex handstamp cancel, at
the American Railroads exhibit, aboard the
U.S. Railway Post Office Car N.Y.C. 4668
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October 27, 1940 (last day), slogan International machine
cancel, at the World’s Fair postal station. The slogan
cancel was only used to promote the fair's 1940 season.
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May 27, 1940, generic wavy-line machine cancel with a postmark from
the World’s Fair postal station, on World’s Fair souvenir postcard



